IELTS Writing Task 2 Model Essay

As countries develop, their populations tend to live individually or in small family units. What are the causes
of this trend and what are the effects on society?

Essay:

As the progression of nations continues to advance, there is a noticeable trend towards individuals or small
family units living separately. This phenomenon, an outcome of the societal growth, holds a myriad of
implications for both people and society as a whole.

The societal advancement cornerstones the reason why people prefer living individually or in smaller
families. Improved accessibility to opportunities serves as a catalyst for this transition. Whether it's
education or jobs, the option to relocate and operate from distant locations, even foreign countries, has
become an increasingly viable choice. With the emergence of a variety of activities and hobbies, personal
space and individual time have become treasured commodities. A prime example of this shift can be seen
in South Korea, where industrialization has drawn numerous people from rural areas to the urban sprawl,
often leaving their extended families behind.

However, this shift is not without its negative undertones. As societal tethering loosens, individuals may
slide into isolation, fostering a sense of selfishness and independence. Increased relocation of younger
generations, for instance, often results in their aging parents living alone, causing depression and
unhappiness. As a byproduct, governments start to roll-back initiatives beneficial for larger households,
causing deterioration in familial relationships and a decline in birth rates, which could lead to demographic
imbalances.

In conclusion, as countries evolve, a shift in family dynamics is an unavoidable corollary. While this change
ostensibly presents lifestyle benefits, it also causes detriments to the basic fabric of society, which calls for
measures to balance progress and tradition.
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