IELTS Writing Task 2 Model Essay

There are more fathers involved in parenting these days, and many mothers are working. Why has this
phenomenon occurred, and is it a positive or negative development?

Essay:
In contemporary society, it has become increasingly common to find fathers assuming a more active role
in childcare, whilst mothers step into the workforce. This development has sparked a significant debate.

Firstly, this shift in traditional roles can be attributed to evolving societal norms and policies. Women today
are pursuing higher education at length and are empowered by employment, giving them not only a means
of livelihood but also a sense of personal achievement. This trend is also supported by progressive
policies such as those in Norway, where fathers are mandated to partake in three months of compulsory
parental leave. Such policies promote the understanding that child-rearing is the shared responsibility of
both parents and society as a whole.

Secondly, while there are varying opinions as to the benefits of fathers becoming more engaged in
childcare, it is posited that the positives outweigh the perceived negatives. Critics may suggest that men
lack the caregiving instinct traditionally associated with motherhood, viewing it as a waste of time and
talent. However, it can be argued that there are invaluable benefits to be reaped. For instance, this can
lead to a stronger familial bond as fathers gain a firsthand understanding of the challenges of parenting.
This empathy can serve to deepen their appreciation for their partners, bringing them closer together and
consequently, creating a happier and healthier family dynamic.

To conclude, whilst the idea of fathers’ involvement in child-rearing may be deemed controversial by some,
it stands to reason that the outcome can potentially lead to a more harmonious and balanced society.
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